


     I will forever love ballroom. When I was a 
teenager, I basically lived at HMI. I found my first Kiki 
lounge there. I walked “face”. I found community. I 
found family. Hetrick-Martin saved my life.

   Venus Cuffs (She/They)
   HMI Youth 

     It’s not just the guidance, the counseling, the 
resources that make the difference. It’s the 
connections made with people that genuinely care 
about you, that has been the difference between 
HMI and any other nonprofit in New York. At HMI 
they don’t just feed you, clothe you, and give you 
opportunities to make income, they care about you 
after you leave. That’s the difference, this is home. 

   AJ (They/Them) 
   HMI Youth 


