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2018
Letter from HMI: NJ Board of 
Directors

All of us on the Board are truly amazed and 

humbled to look back on the incredible growth of 

the Hetrick-Martin Institute: New Jersey over 

our first seven years. It’s quite gratifying to see 

and hear about the very real impact we’re having 

through our programs for LGBTQ youth. I hope 

you’ll be equally proud of our organization’s many 

accomplishments this past year as you read 

through the following pages.

 

We’re especially excited to welcome Lillian 

Rivera as our new Executive Director.  Her vast 

experience working with the HMI model and her 

tremendous commitment to our community and 

the youth we serve will no doubt help to sustain 

and grow our efforts to meet the many critical 

needs of our young people.

 

It’s important we take this opportunity to share 

our deep appreciation for our amazing staff, 

volunteers, partners, and the hundreds of 

individual and institutional donors who continue 

to make our work possible.  

 

We look forward to working with all of you in the 

coming year to build a future where all youth can 

enjoy the promise of a life filled with joy, love, 

and the opportunity to shine brightly as the very 

best version of themselves.

 

REMEMBERING 
SAKIA
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In 2003, the City of Newark lost Sakia Gunn to a hate crime. She 
was 15 years old at the time of her death. She was within the 
age range of the youth in our program today. We continue to say 
her name to ensure we never lose another young person to a 
hate crime. She was waiting for a bus at the corner of Market 
and Broad when she was propositioned by two men. She 
informed them that she was gay and turned down their 
advances; one of the men stabbed her. She died on the way to 
the hospital. 
 
Her murder galvanized the community to organize around the 
violence impacting the LGBTQ community which resulted in 
many important milestones in Newark's LGBTQ history. We are 
grateful to be part of the growth to ensure safety for the youngest 
in the LGBTQ community and will always lift up her name.
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From the desk of the Executive Director

It is with great enthusiasm and excitement that I join the 
HMI: New Jersey team. I joined the team as Interim 

Executive Director in July with the intention of learning 
about the programs and LGBTQ youth work in New Jersey. 

I did not realize at that time that I would fall in love with 
this work all over again. I found a staff full of dedication, a 
youth community as vibrant as the City of Newark, and a 
Board of Directors made up of caring supportive adults 

willing to go the extra mile for our young people. I did not 
come with the idea of staying but I quickly realized that 

nothing would make my heart happier.
 

As a New Jersey native, I am excited to continue to grow the 
brilliant work of my predecessor, Dr. Ashawnda Fleming. I 
am honored to expand on the legacy of our founders, Drs. 

Hetrick & Martin and Dr. Hunter. I am ready to create 
opportunities for LGBTQ youth in New Jersey and to 

inform decision-makers what they need to make our great 
state a place of support and nurture  for their lives. I come 
to this work in the spirit of bell hooks' writing: from a place 

of love because I see the humanity and value in all the 
youth we work with every day. I ask that you take this 

journey with us and hold me to my promise to work hard, 
stay transparent, and put the best interest of our young 

people first.
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This year HMI: NJ provided a great number of services to the youth who 
attend our programs. They were provided with life-saving services like 
counseling, groups and meals. Our youth have the opportunity to access 
items that sustain their well-being as well as allow them to work on their 
life goals.

1,126 Counseling Services
578 Groups
392 Pantry Services
210 New Youth to our program
2,749 Meals

By the numbers
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Mini-site: HMI: NJ in 
high schools

 
Many of our youth members spend a majority of their day in school, which can be a daunting 
task for those who face bullying because of their gender identity and/or sexual orientation. 
According to a study commissioned by the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network, 4 
out of 5 students report experiences of harassment due to perceived sexual orientation or 
appearance. This lack of safe spaces and the bullying that occurs in schools puts LGBTQ+ 
youth at an increased risk of depression and suicidal ideation; per our commitment to young 
LGBTQ+ individuals, HMI: NJ meets those who could benefit from services where they’re at 
and assist in the creation of safe spaces for LGBTQ+ folks and allies.
 
In 2018, HMI: NJ continued to provide clinical services and group therapy to young people in 
their schools throughout Newark. These satellite sites replicate the services provided at the 
home office, but allow young people who have not had access to or have never heard of HMI: 
NJ to benefit from services. HMI: NJ provided services in 5 high schools in 2018 including 1 
new site which was opened in the Spring of 2018.
 
During these groups, licensed social workers assist in the creation of a safe, LGBTQ+ 
environment in which the youth can thrive; programming at these sites include LGBTQ+ 
support groups, art therapy groups, and groups which focus on building and maintaining 
healthy relationships. Licensed social workers also provide individual therapy sessions for 
students who find it difficult to access therapy outside of the school setting.
 
Discrimination and hate does not affect young people only at school, however, many LGBTQ+ 
youth who are homeless accredit their homelessness to discrimination and family rejection. In 
order to maximize the number of young people we provide services to, HMI: NJ has continued 
its partnership with Covenant House: New Jersey. Licensed social work staff provide groups 
to young people living in the shelter twice per week; groups include LGBTQ+ support and art 
therapy. Because many of the youth served in the shelter are disconnected from traditional 
family supports, programming at the site is tailored to meet the youth where they are in terms 
of building a safe space, identifying healthy coping mechanisms, and creating strong 
relationships.

1 “Violence & Bullying.” GLAAD, 5 Sept. 2011, www.glaad.org/resources/ally/6.
2 LGBTQ Youth. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.stopbullying.gov/at-risk/groups/lgbt/index.html 
3 LGBT Homelessness. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://nationalhomeless.org/issues/lgbt/
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Health & Wellness
     The Healthcare Foundation of New Jersey has 
supported our Health and Wellness program for several 
years, allowing us to provide young people connection to 
dental and medical care alongside other vital resources 
that establish the groundwork for self-care and a focus 
on personal wellness for years to come. With long-term 
goals in mind, we connect young people with the resources 
they need to utilize the medical professionals in their 
community, as well as build foundations of self-care, 
nutrition, stress management skills, and other pillars 
ofwellness that facilitate overall, mind-and-body focused 
health.
     Our social work staff work with young people on 
personal health and wellness goals, established upon intake 
with HMI. Each youth has a comprehensive care plan that 
helps staff to meet their needs holistically, and refer 
within and outside of the agency to professionals who can 
best help them accomplish their individual goals. From our 
harm reduction perspective, we give young people the 
tools to make informed decisions around sex, drug use, and 
other potentially risky behaviors; we aim to prevent 
negative outcomes through supportive counseling and 
providing tangible resources our young people can connect 
with. Whether it is navigating shelter or making healthy 
decisions around their sexuality, the youth at HMI know 
that they can come to us with their needs.
    Youth are also able to participate in weekly groups 
around health and wellness topics, including sexual health, 
violence prevention, self-care, anger management, 
mindfulness, and nutrition. We have partnered with the 
North Jersey Community Research Initiative (NJCRI) to 
provide rapid and confidential HIV testing onsite, and are 
able to provide HIV counseling and connect to PrEP (Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis) and PEP (Post-Exposure Prophylaxis) 
resources for the prevention of HIV. We have been able 
to build a relationship with Rutgers Health, and see medical 
residents at our site monthly who answer youth questions 
and help build their understanding of effective 
preventative care, helping young people take care of their 
health and prevent serious problems before they begin.
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At the heart of HMI: NJ is our commitment to providing a safe 
space for the amazing youth we serve each day. As noted in the 
Remembering Sakia section, a large contributing factor to the 
creation of our program was in response to her tragic murder 
which validated the need to bring safety to the young LGBTQ+ 
people of Newark. 
 
As our members attempt to navigate the world as young people in 
the community, they interact with teachers, school 
administrators, clinicians, court officials and various other 
professionals. Safety is a deep concept that is core to working with 
all persons, specifically people who have experienced trauma. 
When safety is experienced, not only is a youth member more 
likely to engage successfully in these systems, but it also supports 
healing. In an effort to expand the safety of our members,  HMI: NJ 
continued to provide professional development trainings for 
agencies in New Jersey in 2018. The Addressing Trauma with 
LGBTQ+ Youth presentation seeks to provide knowledge and 
support of how trauma may interact with the young people and 
how to best provide trauma informed care.
 
Reaching over 300 people in 2018, this continued effort has seen 
success as evident by evaluations supportive of the information 
and asking for more! Additionally providing these trainings has 
strengthened the HMI: NJ network and referral process providing 
more services to the community.  The training focuses on each 
individual creating ready to implement changes to their practice 
that can promote safety, trust, choice, collaboration and 
empowerment for LGBTQ+ youth. 
 
HMI: NJ hopes to extend its safety net further into more 
classrooms, courts and counseling spaces in 2019 and beyond. This 
goal will support our mission and the youth across disciplines and 
in areas that can be specifically triggering for survivors. 
 
How can you support us in our mission? Contact 
asimpson@hmi.org to schedule a training on site at your place of 
business  or spread the word to folks who would benefit from the 
education and support. 

Each One Teach One
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In 2018, HMI: NJ was approved for a 
new grant by the state of New Jersey 

Victim Witness Advocacy grants 
program; this grant assists staff in 
creating programming dedicated to 
providing victims of crime services. 

 
With this funding, HMI: NJ has been 
able to open a new satellite site with 

Newark Public Schools, hire a licensed 
social worker, and has been able to 
identify 45 individuals for services. 

 
Thank you state of NJ for making 

this possible!

Photo credit Rick Guidotti

Photo credit Rick Guidotti



Our Community of Supporters

HMI: New Jersey started off 2018 with our 
first annual Say It In Song Cabaret 
Event.  This sold out event was the 

largest and most well attended 
fundraiser for HMI: New Jersey.  We 

surpassed all expectations for 
fundraising and were able to increase 
our visibility throughout the State of 

New Jersey.  Guests were entertained by 
amazing cabaret performers and we 

were eternally grateful for their support 
of HMI: New Jersey.

 
We are pleased to announce that the 

2nd annual Say It In Song Cabaret Event 
will take place on February 1, 2019 from 
6:30-10:30 at The Grove, Cedar Grove, NJ.  

Tickets are going fast with open bar, 
extensive cocktail hour and exciting new 
cabaret performers.  You will not want 

to miss out on this annual event.   If you 
would like to contribute to this 

wonderful evening or purchase tickets, 
please go to our website.  We look 

forward to seeing you in 2019.
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Thank You
TO OUR CORPORATE,  FOUNDATION 

AND COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS



Community Partners

African American Office of Gay Concerns
City of Newark LGBTQ Advisory Concerns 
Commission
Division of Child Protection & Permanency
Essex County LGBTQ Commission
Garden State Equality
Jersey Cares
Montclair State University
Newark Gay Pride
Newark LGBTQ Community Center
Newark Pride Alliance
Newark Public Schools
North Jersey Pride, Inc.
NYU Silver School of Social Work
Masakhane Center
 

Aaron Whipple
Andy and Sharon Bittman
Doug Ann Mathews
Bari Mattes
Bob and Bonnie Lavoie
Cathy Sing
Colton Fontenot
Dan Zanella and Steve Horn
David and Lisa Viggiano
Mindy Cohen and David Bershad
David Levithan
Dawn and Keith Richardson
Douglas Stroup and Steven Porter
Ellen Black and Barry Elkind
Michael Foncannon and Jason 
Pucci
Jill & Cam Gateman
 

Gene Cholett
Gerald Iacullo
Henry van Ameringen
Jeanne Bennett
Janice Gamper
JD Bowers
Jeff Spelman
Jeffrey Nelson
Jennifer and CJ Meenan
John Olguin
Katy George
Kevin and Kathleen Coughlin
Liselotte and Robin Vince
Monty Smith
 
 

Nancy Del Pizzo
Nicole Hayeck
Pidgeon Farah
Robert Raham
Shane Lacy
Sharon Flammia
Stephen Cremen
Thomas and Susan Dunn
Thomas Krever
Tom Scharpling Productions
Ward Auerbach and Andy Baker
Greg and Wendy Supron

 
Partnership for Children of Essex
Planned Parenthood
Prevent Child Abuse
State of NJ Department of Children and 
Families
Project WOW! - NJCRI
RAIN Foundation
Ramapo College
Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey, Graduate School of Social Work
Rutgers University LGBTQ & 
Intercultural Resource Center
YMCA Newark

Individual Agency Sustainers
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Adel Mohsen 
Alice and Eri Golembo 
Amy and Chris Gamper 
Amy and Michael Cox 
Amy Cox Martins 
Amy Harclerode  
Ana and Robert Nebelung 
Andrew Lark 
Andy Bittman 
Andy Lark 
Ann Matthews 
Ashawnda Fleming 
Avivah Dahbany 
Barbara and Jeffrey Morgan 
Barry Bullis 
Becky Rosenfeld 
Belinda and Wilfredo Caraballo 
Beth and Allen Levithan   
Beth and Rick Garrigan 
Betty and Richard Metzger 
Bill Elenbark 
Bill Jaglowski 
Bill Van Vliet & Peter Allburn 
Bob Zuckerman 
Bonsall Chiropractic 
Brian McComak 
Bridget Hughes and Barbara Bickert
Camilla Finch Teitelman 
Carol Watchler 
Carson Remig 
Cathy Hills 
Cecelia Dowd 
Chad Brown   
Christopher Sameth 
CJ Mapletoft 
CJ Prince
Clark, Kevin
Cory Thompson
Cullen Cassidy
Curt Selman
Damien Power
Danielle Ginty
David and Bruce Gorman
David Gorma
 

David and Linda Grossman
Dawn Richardson
Debbie Lipshutz
Deborah Mack
Denise Hansen
Denise Rodriguez
Derek Walls
Derrick Burden
Tito and Desha Newman-Colon
Diane Bladecki and Susan Spikes
Dianne and Peter Jinks
Don Charles and Derek Walls
Donna Dennis
Donna and William Parker
Donna Peda
Ebony Jackson
Edith and Eugene Horn
Edwin Reyes
Elizabeth and Lawrence Forte
Elizabeth Burnett and Lawrence 
Tamburri
Elliot and Evelyn Storch
Elysha Vega
Emily Shack
Eric Shaffer and Jacqueline Jay
Frances Howard
Frank and Marguerite Grauso
Fred Alger Management
Fred Koszewnik
Gary Gavin
Gary Hilbert
Gary Paul Wright and Peter Oates
Georgina Solis
Gerard Perna
Gilbert Moscatello
Glen Hoffs
Gloria Olvido
Greg and Marc Morehead
Greg Fittinghoff
Gregg Buttermore
Grete Miller
Hannah Rothstein
Natasha and Hans Arnesen
Heather and Ryan Thompson
Heintje Calara
 

Helen Frank
Holly Gera
Howard Vogel
Howard Babushkin
Ilona Bozek
Ira Hirsh
Irwin and Arlene Friedman
Ivan Lo
James and Laurie Barrett
James Cotten
James and Gail Ellowitch
Jason Torreano
Jennifer Doherty
Jennifer Fleury
Jennifer Griffin
Jennifer Houck
Jennifer Melone
Jeremy Johnson
Jesse Salazar
Jill Hayes
Jill Taylor
Joan Vander Zwan
Joey Mazza
John and Monica Micera
John Scherer
John Weinstein
Jonathan Pastore
Joseph and Eileen Solano
Josephine Finelli
Judith Bachenheimer
Judith Kottick
Julia Bator
Julie Bliss
Justin Wynn
Justin Wynn
Kara Gillette
Karen & Mike Sheehan
 

Individual Agency Supporters



Karianne Anthes
Kate and Alex Valenta
Katherine Waggonee
Kayser, Laura
Kelsey Lamoureaux
Kevin Clark
Kevin Law
Kristen Sameth
Kristi Klein
Larry Melo
Laura Booker
Laura Levenstein
Laura Moran
Laure and Lynette Larkin
Lauren Craig
Lauren Sammis
Lawrence Quirk
Lee and Ed Amoroso
Leigh Watson
Leighann Errico
Linda Walker and Timothy Mulder
Lisa Grant
Lisa Hall
Liz Demaree
Lois Bruckner
Lorine Pendleton
Lynda Podsiadlik
Madeline Montalvo
Marc Berube
Marcia and Lou Hannigan
Margo Walsh
Maribeth Fabrizio and Susan Peterkins
Mark Covey and Israel Ehrisman
Mark Fidelman
Mark Greenfield
Mark Machiedo
Martha Trexler
Mary Leblanc
Mauricio Bertone and Micheal Mutter
ME Brandwene
Megan Schippman
Michael Greene

Stephen and Mary Golia
Stephen Bouchard
Steven Kolb
Susan Castano
Talia Metzgar
Tara Tchalbi
Terry Foster
Theresa Albarella
Thomas Juliano and Elaine Mosera
Thomas Michael Nickel
Valyrie Laedlein
Vincent Gosford
Walter Kerner
Walter and Joan Maier
William Toth

Michael Martins
Michael McGrann
Michele Butchko
Monica Micera
Monica Vincent
Naiquan Greene
Nancy Louden
Nate Pinsley
Neil Marks
Nicholas Calamusa
Nick Iannacone
Nico Caraballo
Nina Lerner
Patricia and Ralph Lauretta
Patricia Kerster
Peter Priceceholder
Phylis Burman
Rafael Kuhn
Roger Ian Rosen
Ralph Lauretta
Randolph Charles
Ricardo and Raul Garcia
Ricardo Crespo
Ricardo Garcia
Richard Clark
Robert and Terry Anchundia
Robert and Scott Hahn
Rodrigo Sampera
Ronald Milon
Rosa Lantigua and Joe Hunte
Ryan Monroe
Ryan Wagner and Heather Thompson
Samy Ben Aissa
Sandra Anton
Sara Gargiulo
Saundra Heath
The Honorable Cory Booker
Seta Nazarian
Shane Lacy
Sharon Bittman
Sharon Flammia
Sheila Phalon
Shirley Mapletoft
Skip Dye
Spence Halperin
Stephanie Vogel
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